
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



190 Proceedings of Societies. [March, 

SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— Dr. Juan Gundlach, of Cuba, and Herr Leopold Krug, of Porto 
Rico recently spent a year in exploring the fauna of the latter island, 
and obtained as the result of their exertions 4 species of bats, 3 of mice, 
152 birds, 22 or 23 reptiles, many fresh-water fishes, 188 marine gas- 
teropods, 62 marine bivalves, 72 land or fresh-water Mollusca, 52 Crus- 
tacea, more than 800 Lepidoptera, including micros, 483 Coleoptera, 75 
Orthoptera, 189 Hemiptera, 43 Neuroptera* 166 Hymenoptera, and 162 
Diptera. They also secured some arachnids and many myriapods, as 
well as radiates. Herr Krug is now in Berlin with the whole collection, 
which will be, worked up by specialists, and a general report of the whole 
will eventually be published. 

— Among the recent publications or reprints of Messrs. D. Appleton & 
Co., which will be of value to naturalists as well as physicists, are the 
following : Arnott's Elements of Physics or Natural Philosophy. Sev- 
enth edition, edited by Alexander Bain and A. S. Taylor. New York, 
1877. Prof. E. L. Youman's Class Book of Chemistry on the Basis of 
the New System, rewritten and revised, with many new illustrations. 
New York, 1876. W. 6. Spencer's Inventional Geometry gives "a 
series of problems intended to familiarize the pupil with geometrical 
conceptions, and to exercise his inventive faculty." It is written by the 
father of Herbert Spencer. Helmholtz's Popular Lectures on Scientific 
Subjects have been read with the greatest interest by scientists whether 
biological, geological, or physical in their leanings. One's education as 
a naturalist will be scarcely complete until he has read the lecture On 
the Relation of Natural Science to Science in General, and that On the 
Aim and Progress of Physical Science. 



PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES. 

Cambridge Entomological Club. — December 8, 1876. Mr. 
Dimmock said that in consideration of the assertion sometimes made, 
that female canker-moths [Anisopteryx] are occasionally carried up into 
trees by the males flying while in connection with them, he had made 
some measurements of the relative weight of the males and females, and 
had found that the females weigh on the average about thirty times as 
much as the males. These being weak-winged and slow-flying insects, 
it seems very improbable that the males would be able to support the 
weight of the females in flying through the air. 

Mr. S. H. Scudder exhibited a specimen of Myrmecophila, found by 
Mr. H. K. Morrison in Georgia this year, this being the first specimen 
the capture of which in this country was authenticated. Mr. Morrison 
had been unable to recollect under what circumstances the specimen was 
collected. Dr. T. W. Harris had stated that on one occasion he found 
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certain soft-bodied crickets upon cucumber vines and had conjectured 
that they were specimens of a Myrmecophila, but there had been no 
confirmation of his supposition. Mr. Scudder made some further state- 
ments in regard to the Monoplistidse, the family to which this genus 
belongs, and exhibited a specimen of the European species of Myrme- 
cophila, which is found in ants' nests. 

Mr. S. H. Scudder said that he was working upon a collection of fos- 
sil ants from South Park, Colorado. Heer, in his work on the fossil in- 
sects of OEningen and Radoboj, had found that most of the fossil ants dis- 
covered were winged females. It seemed reasonable that this should be 
so, as the winged insects were the most likely to fall into the water and 
be drowned, and especially the females who are much more heavy- 
bodied than the males. Mr. Scudder had found about forty species of 
ants in this collection, mostly belonging to the Formicida?, but also to 
the Myrinicidoe and Poneridse. Most of the specimens were winged 
females. In amber fossils most of the specimens of atits are workers. 

Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. — December 19th. 
Mr. Meehan detailed some experiments of his own on the growth of 
wood, by disbarking cherry-trees in June, and watching the process. 
The outer series of wood cells of last year formed generating tissue 
from which the new season's wood was formed, the outermost layer of 
the new growth forming the new bark, which had no generative power. 
A few of these bark cells, in some instances, remained imperfect wood 
cells, with generative power, and from these nuclei the future protuber- 
ance was formed, the tissue continuing to reproduce and form a new 
layer annually as in ordinary wood growth. Instances of various kinds 
of growth of this character were described. The varying vital power 
of cells in different parts of the structure, as detailed in his remarks, 
were then taken to illustrate the various forms of eccentricity often noted 
in wood growth, as also the occasional appearance of bark within the 
structure and between the annual layers of wood. 



SCIENTIFIC SERIALS. 1 

The Geographical Magazine. — January, 1877. The Arctic Ex- 
pedition, the Results, the Outbreak of Scurvy, the Welcome Home. In- 
ternational Exploration of Africa ; the Share of Portugal. The Abbe 
Desgodius on Tibet. 

Annals and Magazine op Natural History. — December, 1876- 
New and Peculiar Mollusca of the Kellia, Lucina, Cyprina, and Corbula 
Families procured in the " Valorous " Expedition, by J. E. Jeffreys. List 
of Mollusca collected by the Rev. A. E. Eaton, at Spitzbergen, etc., de- 
termined by J. G. Jeffreys. Anatomical and Morphological Researches 
1 The articles enumerated under this head will be for the most part selected. 



